
   

 

Tuesday, 

November 18, 2008 
8:00 am to 3:00 pm 

Westchester County Center 

White Plains, NY 

10th annual conference 

 Keynote presentation:  

James Howe  

author of The Misfits and Totally Joe  
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Keynote: òTell Your Story, Tell Your Story, Tell Your Storyó  

Join hundreds of educators,  

community leaders, youth workers, 

parents and students for a day of 

learning and making a difference  

in the lives of lesbian, gay, bisexual  

and transgender youth.  

James Howe is the author of over eighty books for 

young readers, including The Misfits, which 

inspired GLSENõs National No Name-Calling 

Week, and Totally Joe. While these two books 

feature the character of a gay 12-year-old boy, 

many of Jim's books ñ from his popular Pinky and 

Rex series to picture books such as I Wish I Were 

a Butterfly and Horace and Morris but Mostly 

Dolores ñ celebrate the acceptance of difference 

in oneself and others. He is also the author of the 

popular Bunnicula series and the highly 

acclaimed young-adult novel The Watcher, as well as the editor of two 

collections of short stories for teens: 13 and The Color of Absence. Jim has 

led many workshops for educators and students on writing and such topics 
as homophobia and name-calling.  
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Inspired by the words of Judy Shepard, when asked, òHow do we 

change the world?ó, author James Howe tells his story and looks at 

the ways The Misfits, Totally Joe, and National No Name-Calling 

week are helping to change the worldé one story at a time.  
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Conference Sponsors and Endorsers 

Conference Schedule: Tuesday, November 18, 2008 

8:00 am Registration & Breakfast 

8:30 Opening & Welcome 

9:15ñ10:15 Keynote 

10:30ñ11:30 Session 1 Educational Workshops 

11:40 Lunch 

12:30ñ1:30 pm Session 2 Educational Workshops 

1:40ñ2:40 Session 3 Educational Workshops 

2:45ñ3:00 Complete Evaluation 

This Yearõs Generous Sponsors: 

q Mental Health Association of Westchester County, Inc. 

q Merrill Lynch Global Private Client Group 

q Norman E. Friedman 

q Planned Parenthood Hudson Peconic 

q The LOFT: The LGBT Community Services Center 

q Westchester County Department of Community Mental Health 

q Westchester County Department of Social Services 

q Westchester County Youth Bureau 

 

Endorsed By: 

q Hudson River CHHOP Teacherõs Center 

q National Association of Social Workers, Westchester Division 

q New York State School Social Workerõs Association 

q Putnam-Northern Westchester Guidance Center 

q Westchester-Putnam School Boards Association 

q Westchester-East Putnam Region PTA 
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1T ̋  For The Bible Tells Me So  
This important documentary, titled, òFor the Bible Tells Me So,ó explores how 

families of faith handle the realization of having a gay child. After viewing portions 

of this film, you will hear from a panel of religious leaders as they discuss 

their understanding of what the Bible has to say about homosexuality.  

Presenter: Local religious leaders. (Repeated in 2T)  

 

1A ̋  Gay Images in the Media 
TV! Advertisements! Movies! Magazines! The Gay & Lesbian Alliance Against 

Defamation (GLAAD) monitors and evaluates how lesbians, gays, bisexuals, and 

transgendered people are presented and represented in the media. This 

workshop will show how to examine what you see and read. Is it good? Is it bad? Is 

it gay enough? Is it too gay? Find out from the experts. 

 

1B ʺ Youth Present: LGBT 101 
This is your chance to ask LGBT youth all those questions you were always afraid 

to ask about sexual orientation and gender identity. This workshop will give 

participants an overview of the concepts, terminology, misconceptions and facts 

about LGBT people. (Repeated in 2B)  

 

1C ̋  Trickery, Trolling and Threats: Understanding and Addressing 

Cyberbullying 
A workshop for educators, administrators and student support personnel that 

increases awareness about the unique features and impact of cyberbullying, 

provides strategies for educators to respond effectively to cyberbullying, and 

fosters an increased culture of e-safety and respect for differences among youth. 

Presenters: Scott Hirschfeld and Jane Pashman, Anti-Defamation League. 

 

1D ̋  Pink & Blue Straight Jackets: Gender Issues in Early Childhood 
With the goal of òfitting inó, all students pay an emotional price for rigid gender 

role expectations. This workshop will examine ways to promote gender equity in 

early childhood and elementary classrooms. 

Presenter: Chip James, School Social Worker. 

Educational Workshops and Discussion Groups 

Session 1: 10:30ñ11:30 am 

Please indicate your first and second choice workshop sessions on page 9. 

Workshop space is limited, so please register early! 
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1E ̋  Healthy Relationships for LGBT Youth 
What makes a healthy relationship? Knowing yourself and feeling secure are the 

first steps on this path. Explore, share and learn about dating, communication, 

and òthe closetó in youth relationships.  

Presenter: Anthony Marmo, Planned Parenhood. 

 

1F ̋  GSA in Middle School??!! 
It's the latest trend in the US! Hear directly from students who started middle 

school GSAs and how it was done. Middle school staff will share their experiences, 

too. Ask your questions and learn how to do it yourself!  

Presenters: Diane Gonzalez, Teacher and Adam Frankel, Student. 

 

1G ̋  Queer Relationships 
The goal of this workshop is to describe components of healthy dating 

relationships as well as the dynamics of abusive relationships.  We will address 

issues of power & control and their various uses as well as the intersections of 

homophobia/heterosexism/transphobia/biphobia/sexism/racism and intimate 

partner abuse. 

Presenter: Eva Dolgin, Victimõs Assistance. 

 

1H ̋  Out Gay History: òOnce upon a timeéó 
Join author Eric Marcus for Story Hour as he reads accounts ñ shocking, 

heartbreaking, and ultimately inspiring ñ drawn from his book Making Gay History: 

The Half-Century Fight for Lesbian & Gay Equal Rights and told in the words of the 

women and men who make us proud.  Among others, you'll hear the stories of: 

¶ Jeanne Manford and her son, Morty, from Flushing, Queens, who founded 

PFLAG; 

¶ Joyce Hunter, who grew up in a Bronx orphanage and went on to help launch 

the first social service organization for gay youth;  

¶ Greg Brock, òThe Sissy from Mississippi,ó whose two encounters with gay 
bashers led him to live his life out loud and proud! 

 



6  

 

Educational Workshop descriptions are continued on Page 11 " 

2T ̋  For The Bible Tells Me So  
This important documentary, titled, òFor the Bible Tells Me So,ó explores how 

families of faith handle the realization of having a gay child. After viewing portions 

of this film, you will hear from a panel of religious leaders as they discuss 

their understanding of what the Bible has to say about homosexuality.  

Presenter: Local religious leaders.  (Also in 1T)  

 

2A ̋  òWalking the Talkó ð Classroom Strategies for Addressing Bias 
This National Education Associationõs workshop examines ways to design and 

integrate lessons into curriculum to raise awareness of bias and empower 

students to advocate for change, especially around LGBT-related issues. 

Presenter: Diane Gonzalez. 

 

2B ʺ Youth Present: LGBT 101 
This is your chance to ask LGBT youth all those questions you were always afraid 

to ask about sexual orientation and gender identity. This workshop will give 

participants an overview of the concepts, terminology, misconceptions and facts 

about LGBT people. (Also in 1B) 

 

2C ̋  GSA Advisors Only 
This roundtable is for school personnel who advise GSA or Diversity Clubs, or who 

plan to be advisors in the future. Common struggles and successes will be 

discussed and resources will be shared. The conversation will be considered 

confidential so participants can speak freely. 

Presenters: Diane Schneider, Teacher and Jason Kane, School Psychologist. 

 

2D ̋  LGBT Q&A 
Once you come out ñ about being gay, knowing someone gay, being the parent of 

a gay teen ñ get ready to answer everyoneõs questions, from òHow do you get to 

be gay?ó and òAre all lesbians good at sports?ó to òIsnõt homosexuality against 

God?ó Eric Marcus, author of What If Someone I Know is Gay?, discusses how to 

prepare yourself to answer the most challenging questions, and how to say it with 

a smile even when the questions make you want to scream! 

 

2E ̋  òThatõs So Gayó is Not OK 
The Gay, Lesbian and Straight Education Network (GLSEN) has a new and exciting 

Public Service Advertisement (PSA) to address anti-LGBT language among middle 

school-age students. It is the largest national campaign ever of its kind. Besides 

learning about the PSAs, you will be able to practice techniques to stop name-

calling when you hear it. 

Presenter: Communication Department, GLSEN National. 

 

Session 2: 12:20ñ1:30 pm 
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Limited Space Ĭ Register Early 

 

Please tear out pages 7, 8, 9 & 10 

and mail the completed form to: 

GLSEN Hudson Valley 

PO Box 604 

Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 

 

 

 

 

Before you send us your form, please check: 

 

Have I selected one workshop from the shaded  
areas and two choices from each session? 

 

Have I enclosed my check or postal order? 

 

Can my handwriting be read? 

s 

s 

s 

s V 
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Please select your type of ticket: 
 

     Individual - $85            Student - $30 

Mailing Address: 

City: 

Name: 

State: 

Home Phone: Work Phone: 

Zip: 

Email: 

Profession/Course of Study: Place of Work/School: 

Cost of chosen ticket:   

Sponsor a student for:    

Make a donation of:    

 Total amount enclosed:   

Please select your workshop choices for each session " 

Payment must accompany registration. 

GLSEN Hudson Valley, PO Box 604, Yorktown Heights, NY 10598 

q After November 3rd, all fees increase by $15.  

Sign up early and save! 

q Make checks payable to: GLSEN Hudson Valley 

q Fees are not refundable 

q Continental breakfast and lunch included. 

 

q Are you part of a group?  
 

q Purchase Order Number, if available: __________________________________ 

Request vegetarian meal 

Yes, I am part of a group from: _______________________________________ 

Registration Form Workshop Selections 

For office use only: 
 

Check #: ____________ 

Date: _______________ 

PO Recõd?  Yɹ  ɹ N    (M)

PO #: _______________ 

Please tear out and send pages 8 & 9 as your registration form with your payment 
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Registration Form Workshop Selections 

SESSION 1 SESSION 2 SESSION 3 

1T For the Bible 

Tells Me So 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

2T For the Bible 

Tells Me So 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

3T The ôTõ in LGBT: 

Transgender Panel 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

1A Gay Images in the 

Media 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

2A òWalking the Talkó 

 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

3A Telling Our Story 

Together... Totally! 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

1B Youth Present:  

LGBT 101 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

2B Youth Present:  

LGBT 101 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

3B LGBT Rights in NY 

and Around the Country 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

1C Cyberbullying 

 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

2C GSA Advisors Only 

 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

3C How to Counsel 

Questioning Youth 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

1D Gender Issues  

in Early Childhood 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

2D LGBT Q&A 

 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

3D Straight to Equality: 

How to be a Straight Ally 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice  

1E Healthy Relationships 

for LGBT Youth 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

2E òThatõs So Gayó is 

Not OK 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

3E Difficult Questions 

 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

1F GSA in Middle 

School??!! 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

2F Gay Straight 

Alliances 101 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

3F Gay Straight Alliances 

ñ Advanced Placement 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

1G Queer Relationships 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice  

2G Think B4 You Out 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

3G Coming Out 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice  

1H Out Gay History 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice 

2H Latino Families 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice  

3H Bisexuality 101 

Ã1st choice    Ã2nd choice  

Please tear out and send pages 8 & 9 as your registration form with your payment 

i i i 

q Please indicate your first and second choice workshop sessions 

from each column. 

q At least ONE of your first choice workshops must be chosen from  

the three shaded options. 
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